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OPENING OF EXHIBITION
“ENDOWMENTS AND PHILANTHROPY
IN THE TRADITION OF THE SERBIAN PEOPLE“

WELCOMING ADDRESS
Ladies and gentlemen,
dear guests,
I would like to greet you all and wish you welcome at the opening of the exhibition “Endowments and Philanthropy in the Tradition of the Serbian People“, in the organization and under auspices of the Serbian Business Club “Privrednik”.
When we joined together eight years ago, we set ourselves significant goals with a desire to help and contribute to the creation of business and social environment in which it would be possible to continue the tradition of the pre-war Economic Society “Privrednik”. Acting for 40 years, until 1947, this Society, through its numerous funds, endowments and legacies, carried out versatile and fruitful charitable activity, mainly in education, through scholarships provided to pupils and students. With this exhibition we would like to keep alive the memory of these historically significant people, whose deeds are again highly praised and will hopefully contribute that establishment of endowments and other forms of humanitarian activities in the coming period becomes again economic and social reality in Serbia.

In accordance with this, providing scholarships to the most talented pupils and students is a permanent program activity of our Club. They are awarded through our companies, under the auspices of the Club, once a year, on the basis of a public competition. The second important segment is continuously carried out by our wives. These activities focus on social care institutions – homes for children deprived of parental care and children with special needs, as well as institutions for care of the elderly.
We have recently completed a Club project, carried out through Comtrade and Bigz KTP, which provided candidates for enrolment in secondary schools with an electronic simulation of admission examination tests. I thank the Ministry of Education for good cooperation, understanding and permission to implement the program.
The “Hemofarm” Foundation, which exists for more than 15 years, the Fund for Future and the Delta Humanitarian Fund, founded with a philanthropic goal in view, are also very active in charitable activities. This is the right place and opportunity to announce that preparations are under way for the first private endowment project in Serbia, intended to improve the quality of life of children with disabilities.
In addition, donorships and sponsorships are a part of defined business policies of all our companies and that as a whole represents significant support to the government in the financing of culture and social care projects (among the members of our Club, Simpo, Rudnap and Metalac pursue the most successful permanent actions of this kind), as well as in the financing of amateur sports.
As you know, there are some fifty endowments and funds active in Serbia today, engaging diligently in socially not very visible, but very important work – preserving the identity – heritage, culture and values of our people. I hope that by organising the present exhibition we have managed to remind in a proper way of this noble part of our tradition, which should be preserved and modernized in the best way, to be passed down to future generations. We are also glad that we have prepared it in the year when important work on codification of philanthropic activity and its harmonization with European values began.

Finally, I thank you all for coming here today to share the impressions of the exhibition, curated by Mrs. Gordana Gordić and associates.
I give the floor to Professor Irina Subotić, who will give us a professional introduction into the exhibition.
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