Ladies and gentlemen,

distinguished representatives of the government and foreign states,
I would like to thank you on behalf of all members of the Privrednik Club and in my own name for having set aside some time and accepted the invitation to be our guests at this traditional summer party.

The year that passed since our last get-together was a difficult one for the Serbian economy, perhaps the hardest since the beginning of the world economic crisis.

That was why Club members acted at numerous meetings and conferences, official and unofficial, with a single objective in mind: how to ensure that business environment in our country improves to become at least equivalent to the conditions in our neighbourhood or comparable to those in the EU Member States.
With this in view, I would like to take this opportunity to convey you certain messages that all members of our Club, and other employers’ associations alike, would like to be accepted as important and principled position in an effort to ensure better future for Serbia:

Serbian businessmen are not afraid of competition and open market and we unreservedly support Serbia’s accession to the EU. Many Serbian companies, their products and services, have already and long ago found their place on the EU market. We have always expressed our sincere readiness for all forms of cooperation with foreign partners. However, this is precisely why we strongly disapprove of the intentions of certain political and business circles who would like to see Serbian economy entirely in the hands of foreign investors and corporations, because that is allegedly the precondition for Serbia’s success and welfare. The global economic crisis has shown that adverse trends are less intense where there is developed domestic economic elite and where the government, as a partner, assisted them financially and otherwise, thus sustaining the economic activity.

Serbian businessmen therefore unequivocally demand from their own state to accept them, honour them and to help them in a way practiced in the neighbourhood and in all developed countries worldwide. Support, permanent dialogue and consensus between political, economic and intellectual elite are necessary prerequisites for faster, better and more stable development of Serbia.

Negative examples of certain privatisation deals and other negative cases of misuse of economic environment recorded in the past, which are subject of investigation and action of competent authorities, should by no means be the reason for media campaign in which all domestic businessmen are equated. That is risky and can breed further problems. There are big differences between businessmen and the government must recognise that, because that is of paramount interest for the citizens and the army of the unemployed in Serbia.
In addition, dear guests, I would like to stress that the Serbian Club Privrednik is deeply committed to socially responsible behaviour. Members of the club take every opportunity to give their highest contribution in many charitable activities. To give you an example, female members of the club donated this year aid worth more than 150 million dinars. We try so stay away from media spotlight when these activities are concerned, not because we do not know how to promote ourselves, but because we do not want this to be understood as our desire to prove our loyalty to Serbia.
Our vision is Serbia as a successful, developed and rich country, a country where people have jobs and a country where everyone can make their living from their work. Our vision is Serbia with efficient and competitive economy, which is continuously creating new jobs, regardless of whether companies are in public ownership or owned by private employers. Our vision is Serbia where there is close interdependence of interests and mutual support between the government and local businessmen. Serbia with firmly established cooperation and confidence between the authorities, businesses and employees.
That is the only way to ensure opportunity and perspective for all children in Serbia, to let them become accomplished in all walks of life, like our top athletes nowadays.

Thank you once again for joining us and have a nice time.
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